



Promoting Equitable Reclassification for English Learners with Disabilities
Reflective Questions


The reflective questions below can be used to guide collaborative discussions among EL and special education SEA leaders. The questions progress in their focus—from building shared understanding to reconsidering policies and procedures. The final questions aim to support SEA collaborations for reclassification.


Building Shared Understanding – questions to build SEA leaders’ shared understanding of their state’s reclassification policies

1. In your state, what does the landscape look like for ELs with disabilities? 
a. How many are there? 
b. Do you see disproportionate representation of ELs in special education, especially in secondary grades?

2. What are your reclassification criteria for ELs? Are they different for ELs with disabilities?

3. What are your reclassification criteria for ELs who take alternate ELP assessments (i.e., ELs with significant cognitive disabilities)?

4. Does your state have an exemption policy? If so, what is it? And have you sought technical assistance from the U.S. Department of Education on this policy?

5. Based on what was discussed in this webinar, what do you think about your state’s reclassification policies?

Considering the Policy’s Criteria – questions for SEA leaders to consider regarding their state’s reclassification criteria (i.e., requirements to be reclassified as fluent English proficient)

6. To what extent does your state’s policy rely on a single English language proficiency (ELP) score for reclassification?

7. How would you modify your state’s reclassification criteria?

8. In an ideal world, what additional criteria evidence or data would you like to see required in the policy?

9. What would it take to require and support LEAs to use these data?

10. What local data do LEAs have available that they are not currently using? And what data would you like LEAs to collect and use?
Considering the Policy’s Procedures – questions for SEA leaders to consider regarding their state’s reclassification procedures (i.e., processes LEAs follow during reclassification)

11. In LEAs in your state, who commonly makes reclassification decisions?

12. To what extent is reclassification a multi-stakeholder decision that includes teams? 

13. Who would you like to see involved in reclassification decisions?

14. Does your state’s policy include families and older ELs with disabilities in their own reclassification decisions? If so, how?

15. How would you modify your state’s reclassification procedures? 

Enhancing SEA Collaborations – questions for SEA leaders to enhance collaborations during reclassification policy refinement

16. Who at the SEA level can best contribute to your state’s reclassification policy for ELs with disabilities?

17. What expertise at the SEA level is needed to refine your state’s reclassification policy?

18. How do you envision collaborating with your SEA colleagues on reclassification?

19. What structures or supports do you need to collaborate effectively together? 

20. Are there upcoming changes to your state’s ELP assessments? If so, when? And how can you leverage these changes to collaborate on reclassification?
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