
Meeting the Needs of Highly 
Impacted Student Populations: 
Supporting Evidence

In April 2021, as part of a national convening hosted by the US Department of Education,  
NCSI was asked to identify key considerations for learning acceleration and recovery as 
part of enrichment efforts this summer and beyond. Four big concepts were identified by 
NCSI and then discussed by interested participants. Below are the big ideas as well as the 
research that substantiates their relevance.

MEETING STUDENT NEEDS: DRILLING DEEPER INTO THE BIG IDEAS

Harness community 
systems and family 
leadership

• Focus on enrichment
for collective impact
that leverages
education along with
Community will and
resources.

• Think holistically. This
is an opportunity to
expand Community
partnerships.

• Lean on community
partners who have
existing infrastructure;
and listen to families
to inform what would
work best for them.

Focus on peer 
interactions

• Plan for social
emotional and
academic needs
in ways that are
supported by research
and that center student
to student connections.

• Be intentional about
inclusion… create
heterogeneous
settings for mixed
student groups.

• Think about Extended
School Year (ESY)
decision-making. Be
thoughtful about data/
rationale, plus inclusion
implications.

Remember kids 
receive multiple 
support services

• Consider that EL kids
are also SWD and who
may also be homeless
and/or experiencing
poverty, for example.

• Plan for alignment
across funding streams.
Prioritize wraparound
services. Plan for
cultural and linguistic
responsiveness.

• Don’t silo enrichment
activities into separate
buckets which result
in redundancy,
competition, and
segregation.

Be systemic about 
building capacity

• Don’t spend the funds
all at once. Plan for
this summer and at the
same time strategically
allocate resources for
the next four years.

• Be purposeful in
increasing educator
capacity for data
literacy and evidence-
based practices.

• Plan for differentiation
to meet individual and
student group needs.
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WestEd is the lead organization for NCSI. For more information about the work of WestEd, NCSI, and their partners, please visit www.ncsi.wested.org
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