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Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

MA IDEA Equitable Services Resources 
 Equitable services are services for parentally-enrolled children with disabilities attending private, including religious,

elementary and secondary schools in the Local Educational Agency, which in Massachusetts includes home-schooled
students. This requirement is separate and distinct from the Massachusetts state law regarding special education services to
students attending private schools

 DESE has developed many helpful tools and resources for educator and personnel in Massachusetts about IDEA Equitable
Services for Children With Disabilities Enrolled by Their Parents in Private Schools such as:

 IDEA Equitable Services webpage https://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/proshare/default.html

 IDEA Equitable Services Online Learning Resource https://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/videos/equitable-services/index.html#/

 The online learning resource has 8 sections and includes federal and state resources
https://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/videos/equitable-services/index.html#/lessons/-
7kdrh0QpJTNwp4K8ml_9eDARBixJBoA as well as interactive questions and answers
https://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/videos/equitable-
services/index.html#/lessons/fkpCDdcaUt03F0XUT8sIQhGG0Jru2PfX.

 Federal Special Education Entitlement Grant Quick Reference Guide https://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2022/240/

 DESE has also issued Special Education Administrative Advisory 2018-1 https://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/advisories/2018-
1.html, which we update regularly.
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Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

Monitoring and Requirements

DESE 

Annually, DESE receives the following information 
from the Local Educational Agencies with their IDEA 
Grant applications:
•Child count & calculation
•Number of private school students evaluated, found
eligible, and served pursuant to a services plan
•Planned expenditures
•Potential carry-over
•IDEA mailbox for questions throughout the year

Local Education Agencies (LEA) 

Annually, Local Educational Agencies keep on 
file and document:
•Outreach attempts for consultation, nature of the
attempts, and outcomes of the attempts
•Written affirmations and consultation notes.
Affirmation is more than a sign-in sheet or record of 
attendance.
•Written explanations
•Services plans for students receiving equitable
services
•Financial records documenting expenditures from
the IDEA budget
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Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

MA DESE strives to improve 

• DESE has created the IDEA Equitable Services working group that includes DESE staff,
representatives of private schools, and representatives of public-school districts.

• This group met four times during the summer and then participated in a survey. The purpose
was to brainstorm strategies for addressing challenges in providing IDEA equitable services
and to identify best practices that schools and districts are using to help improve the process
of providing equitable services to homeschooled and parentally-placed private school, as
well as to provide feedback and recommendations to the Commissioner for clear action steps
in improving IDEA Equitable Services for students across the state and strengthening
communications between public and nonpublic schools.

• The recommendations will help DESE design technical assistance, webinars, and professional
development that support the needs of schools and districts in providing IDEA equitable
services to homeschooled and parentally-placed private school students with disabilities.
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South Carolina 2
77 traditional LEAs and 8 “statewide” LEAs
Private schools

 2020-2021--228 private schools reported in 49 LEAs
 36,508 total students-21% increase over 19-20*
Two largest county-wide LEAs (Charleston and Greenville) have 27 and 32
Total number of students reported was 21% higher than 19-20

Homeschools
 28,316—37% increase over 19-20
State law requires Homeschool Associations to report the number of students enrolled to the District

Superintendent by January 30 of each year.
Three Options

• Option 1—Homeschool application approved by the District
• Option 2—Independent Association of Homeschools
• Option 3– Other Homeschool Associations of at least 50 members
*the 19-20 report was due two weeks after schools closed for COVID-19; we believe 19-20 is underreported



Identification of issues through fiscal 
monitoring

• Calculation based on students served, not those who are
eligible

• Not expending proportionate share
• Not offering timely/meaningful consultation
• Not considering homeschool students
• Spending the proportionate share from the general fund

rather than from IDEA



Actions to date within OSES:

• Established internal workgroup
• Developed presentations for technical assistance
• Identified of conflicting information within OSES—

Fiscal/Program/Data
• Clarified calculation in LEA application
• Worked with Office of Research to explain how we use the

private/homeschool data



Actions to date within OSES
• Prepared “crosswalk” between April 2011 Q&A and

proposed revision published December 2020
• Review/revision of fiscal monitoring process (added PPPSC

to Track B)—PPPSC is addressed at all levels
• Participated in Focus Group for NCSI Proportionate Share

Tools (April 2021)
• Used NCSI self-assessment tool to identify “gaps” and help

determine additional guidance/resources needed
• Developed process to monitor expenditure of proportionate

share and work with LEAs to determine why funds are not
being expended



Actions to date with LEAs:
• Provided webinar November 2020 on the basic

requirements and specifically to address the issues found in
fiscal monitoring

• Revised and disseminated PPPSC letter to Superintendents
and Directors

• Revised and disseminated sample Affirmation Letter
• Distributed proposed Q&A to LEAs with highlighted sections
• Formed small workgroup of LEA directors

• Used portions of the NCSI self-assessment to guide conversation
about what LEAs need; how to provide that assistance

• Created a Google format for sharing ideas and practices
• Webinar September 13--feedback



Sample Resources and Feedback

We used Google 
Drive to house the 
documents.  This 
table gives a brief 
explanation of the 
content and a link. 



Future plans:
 Continue workgroup for brainstorming, feedback, practical solutions
 Continue the development of resources, including “mini” units in Moodle.
 Implement process to monitor the expenditures of proportionate funds and

a method to confirm that districts engaged in meaningful consultation and
developed well reasoned plans to expend those funds prior to allowing the
movement to other line items.
 Discuss whether PPPSC should be added to our risk assessment.

PPPSC is already addressed through self-assessment, Tier II and Tier III
monitoring.
 Continue working with Data Team in the collection of PPPSC information.

In October 2022, we will begin to collect the number of “eligible” PPPSC
students through our data system.



Office of Non-
Public Education
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New Tools
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SEA Self-Assessment
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Proportionate Share Tracker
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General Discussion
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Please participate in the evaluation 
survey!



The content of this document was developed under a grant from the US Department of Education, #H326R1900001. However, those contents do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of Education and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. Project Officer: 
Perry Williams (October 2019). Wested is the lead organization for NCSI, and their partners, please visit www.ncsi.wested.org and www.wested.org NCSI 
includes staff from the OSEP funded training and Information Centers and regional Parent TA Centers and OESE funded Statewide Family Engagement 
Centers
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